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RESPONSE TO WASTE STRATEGY 2000:THE GOVERNMENT WASTE STRATEGY FOR ENGLAND AND WALES

1. Waste Watch
Waste Watch is the leading cross-sectoral organisation promoting waste reduction, reuse and recycling, with over 400 members drawn from business, the community and voluntary sectors, local authorities and other agencies. Waste Watch is supported nationally by the Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions' Environmental Action Fund, together with project funding from the National Lottery Charities Board, a wide range of corporate supporters and our membership.

2. Summary of response
Overall view:
Waste Watch welcomes the publication of Waste Strategy 2000, and is pleased that at last we have a statutory framework for the move towards sustainable waste management. We offer broad support for the aims of the strategy, but with some reservations. It does not fulfil all the desires we may have as an organisation, but is an important and substantial step forward, and should therefore be welcomed. We face enormous hurdles in achieving the desired "step change" in the way we deal with waste, and a diverse and sustained approach is needed, as no one waste treatment option on its own can meet the demands placed upon us from Europe.

Key positive points:
Waste Watch welcomes: 

· The emphasis on addressing market development for recycling and composting. The new Waste and Resources Action Programme is an important new development, will fill a vital gap in provision in the UK, and will provide the momentum needed to improve and increase the use of secondary materials in industry. As an initial response to the work of the Market Development Group, this is a good start. We join with the Government in urging all sectors to give their full backing to the new programme, and particularly the waste management industry to support this work through the Landfill Tax credits scheme. 

· The sending of clear signals on the need to deliver significant increases in recycling. In particular, the introduction of statutory performance targets for local authorities is a welcome if overdue measure. It will send a strong message to local authorities and give clear guidance on what they are expected to achieve in this area. This demand upon local government needs to be backed up with additional resources from Treasury in the Comprehensive Spending Review, and we urge Treasury to respond positively to this demand. 

· The recognition of the potential role of the community and not-for-profit sector in the delivery of higher recycling levels. We welcome further Government review of the Landfill Tax credit scheme, and support the desire for greater amounts of this resource to be deployed in expansion of recycling, reuse and composting. In particular, we note the emphasis placed on encouraging greater activity by the community waste management sector in the delivery of sustainable waste management activities - and the necessary partnerships with local authorities and the waste management industry that will be needed to deliver this. We stand ready to support this activity in whatever ways are appropriate, and will respond positively to this call from Government. 

· The support for greater action on waste awareness and education. In particular, we warmly welcome the Government's continued support for the National Waste Awareness Initiative (NWAI). Over the last two years, key players from all sectors in waste have worked hard to build the foundations for the NWAI, which will play an important role in the delivery of the objectives in Waste Strategy 2000.

· The support for a public procurement programme for recycled content products. We welcome the pilot project for public procurement of recycled paper products, and urge the Government to make rapid progress with this initiative. We encourage the new Waste and Resources Action Programme to extend this scheme to the private sector, and look to the US Buy Recycled Business Alliance as a potential model for further examination. 

· The formation of a Waste Strategy Monitoring Group.We welcome the Government's commitment to openness in the monitoring and review of the performance of the waste strategy. We urge Government to ensure that this group is independent, yet sufficiently representative to offer a valuable monitoring role. We welcome the commitment to an annual reporting of progress on strategic targets. 


Key concerns: 

· A lack of definitive guidance on how waste planning authorities are to prove that they have fully examined recycling and composting options before moving to expansion of energy from waste. We welcome the Government's position that recycling and composting options should be fully explored before energy from waste. However, we feel that a lack of explicit guidance here will leave waste planners open to the concern of the public that energy from waste options are being given a clearer run than public opinion is likely to desire. 

· The continuation of the situation that places most responsibility for dealing with waste upon local authorities, without full recognition of the true costs of waste disposal. A lack of hard hitting producer responsibility measures means that society at large continues to pay the full costs of waste disposal, and not the producers of products that ultimately become waste. While several producer responsibility measures are in the pipeline in Europe, concerted action across Europe and indeed other developed nations will be the only way that ultimately, producer responsibility measures can be deployed to adequately account for and make manufacturers of wasteful products pay the true costs of their activity. 

· That the use of tradeable permits for landfill will result in a 'waste divide' in the UK. There is a possibility that a permit system will simply encourage concentration of landfill in certain areas of the country, limiting those areas ability to expand other waste management options. It could even mean the transportation of wastes over even longer distances to landfill, in order to reach permitted areas. This would be questionable from an environmental perspective, and reinforce 'landfill dependency' in some parts of the country. We welcome the further consultation on the implementation of landfill permits that the Government proposes. 



The full Waste Strategy 2000 is available at: http://www.environment.DEFRA.gov.uk/waste/index.htm 



